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  in	
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Exhibition Dates: Wednesday 13 April – Friday 19th June 2016
Press view: Tuesday 12 April 2016, 11am

Contact:	
  Mme	
  Takayo	
  Sakamaki	
  	
  +819017064664,	
  takayo.sakamaki@gmail.com	
  

Ukraine	
  and	
  Japan	
  are	
  bound	
  by	
  nuclear	
  tragedy.	
  
On	
  12	
  of	
  April	
  2016	
  Zoia	
  Skoropadenko	
  will	
  open	
  in	
  Tokyo	
  at	
  the	
  Embassy	
  of	
  
Ukraine	
  her	
  personal	
  exhibiQon	
  of	
  emakimono	
  (handscroll)	
  painQngs	
  called	
  
“5*30”	
  that	
  	
  commemorate	
  everyone	
  who	
  was	
  affected	
  and	
  contemplate	
  her	
  



vision	
  on	
  past	
  and	
  future	
  of	
  areas	
  	
  around	
  Okuma	
  village	
  in	
  Fukushima	
  
prefecture	
  and	
  Chernobyl	
  .	
  
The	
  painQngs	
  were	
  inspired	
  by	
  ancient	
  Japanese	
  hand	
  scrolls	
  which	
  are	
  telling	
  
a	
  story.	
  And	
  so	
  did	
  Zoia,	
  she	
  told	
  the	
  story	
  of	
  a	
  past	
  of	
  these	
  areas	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
tragedy	
  and	
  hope	
  for	
  future.	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  contemporary	
  view	
  on	
  subject	
  	
  represenQng	
  
the	
  passage	
  of	
  Qme	
  and	
  the	
  emoQon	
  of	
  hope.	
  

Time	
  washes	
  away	
  even	
  the	
  most	
  indelible	
  of	
  stain.	
  Hope	
  lightens	
  even	
  the	
  
bleakest	
  of	
  vista.	
  

Through	
  the	
  windows	
  of	
  our	
  eyes,	
  our	
  buildings,	
  our	
  cars,	
  our	
  factories,	
  we	
  see	
  
our	
  world	
  slowly	
  change	
  from	
  mulQple	
  points	
  of	
  view.	
  
Wasteland	
  is	
  reborn.	
  Man	
  not	
  nature	
  finds	
  it	
  hard	
  to	
  return.	
  Fragile	
  nature	
  
becomes	
  stronger	
  than	
  humanity	
  in	
  its	
  re-­‐conquest	
  of	
  defiled	
  spaces.	
  

Skoropadenko	
  loves	
  Japan.	
  She	
  comes	
  to	
  Japan	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  allow	
  her	
  busy	
  
exhibiQon	
  schedule.	
  On	
  each	
  trip	
  she	
  takes	
  a	
  courses	
  of	
  tradiQonal	
  Japanese	
  
arts	
  and	
  crabs	
  like	
  kintsugi,	
  maki-­‐e,	
  sumi-­‐e.	
  She	
  later	
  incorporates	
  he	
  
inspiraQon	
  of	
  crabs	
  in	
  her	
  painQngs.	
  Her	
  exhibiQon	
  features	
  painQngs	
  with	
  
imitaQon	
  of	
  tradiQonal	
  japanese	
  screen	
  painQngs,	
  sumi-­‐e,	
  kintsugi.	
  She	
  is	
  using	
  
gold	
  and	
  japaese	
  ink.	
  

Skoropadenko	
  did	
  a	
  profound	
  research	
  on	
  history	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  of	
  arts	
  and	
  crabs	
  
of	
  the	
  damaged	
  areas	
  Polissia-­‐Chernobyl	
  and	
  Fukushima	
  Prefecture:	
  ancients	
  
figurines,	
  glass,	
  ceramic,	
  wood	
  and	
  clay	
  toys	
  etc.	
  
For	
  this	
  exhibiQon	
  she	
  incorporates	
  in	
  her	
  painQngs	
  historic	
  elements	
  (	
  animals,	
  
)	
  from	
  ancient	
  tradiQonal	
  Ukrainian	
  ceramic	
  ware	
  from	
  Polissia	
  area	
  where	
  
situated	
  a	
  zone	
  of	
  	
  Chernobyl	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  tradiQonal	
  elements	
  of	
  Obori	
  same	
  -­‐	
  
tradiQonal	
  crabs	
  from	
  Fukushima	
  (horses,	
  ume	
  flowers	
  etc).	
  	
  
	
  	
  

Zoia	
  Skoropadenko	
  is	
  a	
  renowned	
  Ukrainian	
  arQst	
  known	
  in	
  her	
  early	
  years	
  as	
  
an	
  environmental	
  journalist.	
  She	
  has	
  a	
  personal	
  connecQon	
  to	
  Chernobyl	
  and	
  
Fukushima.	
  About	
  20	
  years	
  ago	
  Skoropadenko	
  together	
  with	
  her	
  
environmental	
  colleagues	
  from	
  Norway	
  and	
  France	
  visited	
  Chernobyl	
  area	
  
during	
  their	
  research,	
  so	
  Skoropadenko	
  is	
  deeply	
  afached	
  	
  
“I	
  want	
  to	
  express	
  hope	
  for	
  Fukushima	
  and	
  Chernobyl,	
  for	
  their	
  regeneraQon.	
  
Time,	
  paQence	
  and	
  vision	
  will	
  heal.	
  These	
  painQngs	
  are	
  a	
  contemplaQon	
  of	
  that	
  
long	
  path.”	
  



Skoropadenko	
  wanted	
  to	
  see	
  everything	
  with	
  her	
  own	
  eyes,	
  experience	
  the	
  
scary,	
  unknown,	
  sad.	
  	
  She	
  walked	
  through	
  the	
  abandoned	
  	
  city	
  Pripiat,	
  teared	
  
to	
  pieces	
  by	
  maroders	
  and	
  occupied	
  by	
  nature,	
  visited	
  Power	
  staQon	
  with	
  its	
  
shelter	
  “Ukryga”,	
  met	
  old	
  people	
  	
  so	
  called	
  “samosely”	
  or	
  “selfseflers”.	
  
20	
  year	
  later	
  and	
  5	
  years	
  aber	
  Great	
  Japanese	
  Earthquake	
  Skoropadenko	
  
visited	
  area	
  around	
  Fukushima	
  power	
  staQon.	
  She	
  came	
  to	
  Soma	
  city	
  in	
  
Fukushima	
  prefecture	
  to	
  install	
  and	
  inaugurate	
  her	
  sculpture	
  “The	
  Hope”	
  and	
  	
  
to	
  meet	
  art	
  students.	
  But	
  Zoia	
  wanted	
  to	
  see	
  more,	
  to	
  meet	
  locals,	
  see	
  how	
  is	
  
everything	
  5	
  years	
  later.	
  And	
  so	
  she	
  did.	
  

Notes to Editors
Zoia Skoropadenko will be available for interview or comments in Tokyo from 1April till 
15th April

While in Tokyo Skoropadenko will be painting live outside on plain air in one of the parks in 
Tokyo. If you are interested in photographing or video, please contact Mme Sakamaki 
Takayo.sakamaki@gmail.com

Location: Embassy of Ukraine 

Opening Hours: 10am-5pm

Admission: Free

Getting there The closest tube stations are Roppongi (on the Hibiya 
and Toei Oedo lines), Hiroo (on the Hibiya line), 

Facebook: Zoia Skoropadenko
Instagram: zoiaskoropadenko
Pintrest: zoiart
Twitter @Zoiaskoropadenk, #Fourseasons
Email: zoia.skoropadenko@gmail.com
Phone: +336179084855
Website: www.zoiaskoropadenko.com

mailto:zoia.skoropadenko@gmail.com


Zoïa Skoropadenko
Zoïa	
  Skoropadenko	
  was	
  born	
  in	
  Kryvyi	
  Rih,	
  Ukraine,	
  in	
  1978.	
  It	
  was	
  impossible	
  to	
  be	
  properly	
  
educated	
  with	
  money	
  and	
  when	
  she	
  decided	
  to	
  follow	
  her	
  dream	
  of	
  becoming	
  an	
  arQst,	
  she	
  
survived	
  hungry	
  and	
  homeless	
  unQl	
  she	
  found	
  a	
  job	
  and	
  moved	
  to	
  Monaco.	
  	
  

There,	
  she	
  parQcipated	
  in	
  the	
  art	
  studio	
  of	
  MAMAC	
  (Museum	
  of	
  Contemporary	
  Art	
  in	
  Nice).	
  she	
  
became	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  NaQonal	
  Art	
  Commifee.	
  Skoropadenko	
  conQnued	
  pursuing	
  her	
  passions	
  and	
  
in	
  2008,	
  some	
  local	
  fishermen	
  gave	
  her	
  an	
  octopus	
  for	
  a	
  lunch	
  and	
  her	
  Torsos	
  series	
  was	
  born.	
  	
  

4	
  years	
  later	
  she	
  had	
  her	
  first	
  London	
  exhibiQon	
  and	
  CreaQve	
  Review	
  launched	
  her	
  art	
  to	
  the	
  
world.	
  In	
  2009,	
  Skoropadenko	
  opened	
  ‘La	
  Vitrine’,	
  an	
  exhibiQon	
  space	
  of	
  contemporary	
  art	
  in	
  Palais	
  
de	
  La	
  Scala	
  in	
  Monaco	
  and,	
  in	
  September	
  2014,	
  Skoropadenko	
  and	
  ‘La	
  Vitrine’	
  were	
  featured	
  on	
  
one	
  of	
  the	
  big	
  screens	
  in	
  Time	
  Square	
  in	
  New	
  York,	
  celebraQng	
  the	
  5th	
  anniversary	
  of	
  the	
  
independent	
  contemporary	
  art	
  space	
  in	
  the	
  smallest	
  country	
  in	
  the	
  world.	
  
For	
  3	
  years	
  Zoia	
  Skoropadenko	
  was	
  chosen	
  to	
  represent	
  Ukraine	
  on	
  InternaQonal	
  Art	
  Salon	
  in	
  
Marseille	
  Consul’Art.	
  	
  
In	
  2011	
  Skoropadenko	
  curated	
  an	
  exhibiQon	
  of	
  Ukrainian	
  Industrial	
  Impressionists	
  	
  in	
  European	
  
Parliament	
  in	
  Strasbourg.	
  
One	
  of	
  her	
  biggest	
  personal	
  exhibiQons	
  was	
  held	
  in	
  Council	
  of	
  Europe	
  in	
  Strasbourg	
  under	
  
Ukrainian	
  flag.	
  	
  

In	
  2011,	
  Monaco	
  Government	
  granted	
  Skoropadenko	
  the	
  official	
  status	
  of	
  an	
  ArQst-­‐Painter.	
  She	
  
now	
  exhibits	
  regularly	
  across	
  the	
  world	
  including	
  shows	
  in	
  the	
  UK,	
  Frances,	
  China,	
  USA	
  and	
  now	
  in	
  
Japan.	
  

In	
  January	
  and	
  February	
  2015	
  Zoia	
  Skoropadenko	
  held	
  two	
  exhibiQons	
  in	
  London	
  at	
  Royal	
  Stock	
  
Exchange	
  ShooQng	
  Range	
  and	
  Paris.	
  	
  
And	
  was	
  reviewed	
  and	
  interviewed	
  by	
  BBC	
  World	
  and	
  France	
  2.	
  
hfp://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02hq61c	
  
hfp://culturebox.francetvinfo.fr/le-­‐blog-­‐de-­‐thierry-­‐hay/2015/02/05/zoia-­‐skoropadenko-­‐une-­‐
exposiQon-­‐controversee-­‐dans-­‐un-­‐cloitre.html	
  

She	
  also	
  worked	
  with	
  The	
  Travelling	
  Whale	
  AssociaQon	
  to	
  help	
  children	
  who	
  are	
  Fukushima	
  
survivors	
  and	
  wish	
  to	
  become	
  arQsts.	
  Last	
  year	
  she	
  organised	
  a	
  three	
  days	
  recepQon	
  of	
  five	
  
children	
  from	
  Fukushima	
  in	
  Monaco	
  where	
  they	
  met	
  Princesse	
  Charlene,	
  Mayor	
  of	
  Monaco	
  and	
  
visited	
  studios	
  of	
  prominent	
  arQsts.	
  
Zoia’s	
  designs	
  are	
  sold	
  on	
  products	
  around	
  the	
  world.	
  

All enquiries, high res. images and further information:

zoia.skoropadenko@gmail.com
takayo.sakamaki@gmail.com

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02hq61c
mailto:zoia.skoropadenko@gmail.com
mailto:takayo.sakamaki@gmail.com


Media about Zoia Skoropadenko:

BBC WORLD 2015 
 

   

FRANCE TELEVISION 
2015



CNBC 2014

Reuters Screen Time Square in New York, USA 2014 


